Now Chinatown
Lesson 1
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| Be a Film Critic for a Day

GOAL
Effectively communicate your opinions on paper.

OVERVIEW

The assignment is to write a review of the movie “Now Chinatown”. This lesson is

appropriate for language arts, journalism, communications, and film studies classes.

e This lesson plan emphasizes the importance of critical thinking and analysis of media
products.

+ |t also teaches how to write an essay that is short, informative, and interesting to read.
Each student’s essay should provide an opinion backed up with facts.
Students should also keep in mind the need to talk about the movie without giving away

the entire plot.

METHODOLOGY

+ Before the lesson, ask students to bring in movie reviews from various sources.

+ Define and review literary terms such as plot, characters, setting, and theme.

» Discuss the purpose of a movie review and the elements of a well-written review.
Students should express their personal views about the movie saying whether they liked
it or not and back that up with specific reasons why.

¢ Discuss the elements that students may want to examine such as credible characters,
acting, cinematography, etc..

* |nstruct students to write a three to five paragraph review of “Now Chinatown”. This
would be a good time to review the proper structure of an essay with introduction, body,
and conclusion.

* For younger students, provide specific questions to answer in the review such as:

- What is the movie about?
- What is the movie's theme?
- Did | like it or not, and why?

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS

s Publish the reviews in the school newspaper.

« Submit the review to a local newspaper or online review site for feedback on the writing,
encouraging real life applications.

*» Allow access to a video camera for students to film their review in a mock-televised
format or to air on a school or local cable television channel.

RESOURCES

Sample movie reviews can be found at the following sites:
www.eclipsemaagazine.com

www.plume-noire.com

wWww.einsiders.com

www.nowchinatown.com



